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In preparation for your Politics course in September we would like you to get a real feel for Politics in the UK. These are some tasks which will give you an introduction to Politics in Britain. Remember you have never studied the topic before, so it is important that you do as many tasks as you can!
Administrative Tasks
1. Buy 2 A4 Lever Arch files, both with 4 dividers ready to bring to your first lesson back. Label one UK Government (Ms Vignali) and one UK Politics (Mr Taylor)
2. Buy the Edexcel AS/A Level Politics Student book. The ISBN number is 1292187026. The cost of the book is £35 but this is the only textbook you will use during the 2 year course. 
Knowledge Tasks
Task 1 (Must)– Use the videos to answer these questions:
1) What is the difference between Parliament and Government?
http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/parliament-and-government-video/ 
2) How is a law made? (Explain all the stages that allow a law to become enacted)
http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/from-bill-to-law/ 
Task 2 (Must) – Read through the ‘Democracy’ sheet and answer these questions:
1. What are the 3 parts of democracy? 
2. What does each of these mean?
3. Why is Democracy so important?
Task 3 (Must)– Read through the ‘Constitution’ sheet and answer these questions:
1. What are the functions of a Constitution?
2. What is the difference between a Codified and an uncodified constitution?
Task 4 (Should) – Define these terms:
Prime Minister
Government
Cabinet
Political Party
Executive
Legislature
Democracy
Constitution
Extension task (Could):
1 Go to this website and take the quiz to see where you are on the Political Spectrum. 
https://www.politicalcompass.org/ - you could also find out which party is closest to you on the political spectrum.
2 Read the article titled ‘How to be an outstanding AS politics student’ and try to come back in September having done 1 action from each of the stages suggested in the article.   
This needs to be completed for your first lesson back in September. 
If you need any help or have any questions about this preparation work you can contact any of the teachers below by email:
Mr Taylor: ctaylor@littleheath.org.uk
Ms Vignali: gvignali@littleheath.org.uk 
