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1 Restoration and repressed uprisings, 1815-31
In 1815 taly was simply a geographical expression; it had not existed
a5 unifed county since the carly Midcle Ages. As you can se from
Figae 1, it consistd of a number of small, relaively weak states, and
the people tended to owe thelr loyalty o theit locality. There was fitte
sense of nationalism ( sense of patiotism, of belonging o a common
talian nation) in the peninsula and only  few envisaged unification
(e consolidaton ofalthe sate Into a snglesat).

After Napoleon, many of the old states of ltaly were restored and
Austria was given either dirct or indirect control over & number of
therm. Italy was thus fragmented and dominated by Austria

Dissatisaction with restored government among the educated few
‘manifested lsel in uprisngs in Naples and Piedmont in 1820-1, and
in Modens, Parma and the Romagna in 1831 However, In all thesc
cases the repressive hand of Prince Metternich and the Austrian army
ensured that native aspiations were soon extinguished.

2 The growth of talian identity, 183147
“The growih of Iallan Ientity can be most casly summed up by the
thice ‘'s - the people, the Pope and Piedmont - reflected in the
witings of Mazani, Giobert and Balba. All thee wrtes envisaged
some sort of unified Taly - Mazini a republic brought sbout by 3
revoluton of the people, Globert a confederation headed up by the
Pope,and Balbo a fedration reated by Picdmont which would expel
the Austsans. Al thrce model for unification were dravn up in the
16305 and 18405, al three were cmbraced by a very small cducated
minotty; and all three were totally unrclistc. However, they did
reflect 4 growing wish for Hallan Irdependence from Austrian
Gomination which was t manifest sl n 1845-9,

3 The revolutions of 1848-9

The aim of the uprisings of 1845-9 was to cxpel the Austians rather
than to unity laly, but in cach case the Ialans faled. The lesson was
that the Ialians were no match for the Austran army; they would
need outsde help. Neverthelss, national consciousness was raised,
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did finally respond in 1858, it was on the latter’s terms and quite by
chance. It is clear that despite his central role, Cavour was not in a
position to dictate events - but he did take his opportunities.

5 The unification process, 1859-61

Napoleon’s war against Austria did not go according to plan, but by
exploiting instability in the central duchies (Tuscany, Parma and
Modena, as well as the Romagna - see Figure 1) and by giving up Nice
and Savoy to France, Cavour was able, by March 1860, to achieve an
enlarged Piedmont, his original aim.

And then, out of the blue, Garibaldi, a disciple of Mazzini, forced
Cavour to embrace unification. Garibaldi himself actually believed in
unification and set out to achieve it. Taking advantage of an uprising
in Sicily, he landed there, conquered the island and then went on to
conquer the Kingdom of Naples on the mainland. It was an incredible
achievement, a saga so far-fetched it resembles fiction! Garibaldi's
threat to the Pope forced Cavour to march south, conquering much of
the Papal States and linking up the northem Italian kingdom with
Garibaldi’s conquests. Garibaldi then generously handed over to King
Victor Emmanuel of Piedmont. In 1861 the latter was proclaimed King
of Italy.

6 Postscript - Venetia 1866 and Rome 1870

Venetia was still occupied by the Austrians and Rome by the French.
Both of these territories came to Italy in somewhat inglorious episodes
courtesy of the Prussian Minister, Bismarck. Successful Prussian wars
against both Austria and France enabled Victor Emmanuel to complete
the process of unification by 1870, though arguably Italy had been
Piedmontised rather than unified. What had been hailed as a miracle
and a marvel was soon viewed with disillusion and disappointment.
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and Fiedmont rather than the Pope became the focus for future
spirations as ius X had set hmself against change.

4 Cavour and Napoleon IIl: the 18505

Cavour was Prime Minister of Pledmont from 1852 He did not
cnvisage Nallan unificaton. His main aim was 10 expel the Ausrians
from ltaly, extend Piedmont and creste a north Hallan Kingdom. To
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