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NETWORK RAIL ADVANCED APPRENTICESHIP
*********APPLICATIONS CLOSE MONDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2017*****************

Network Rail Advanced Apprenticeship scheme is open to anyone who will be aged 18 by 1 April 2017. There is no upper age limit.  To apply applicants need at least four A*-C GCSEs (IGCSEs accepted). These must include English, Maths and Science or Engineering. Network Rail are happy for applicants to apply while waiting to sit exams .There are some medical and physical fitness requirements to ensure safety on track. To have the best chance of succeeding I would advise students to take the time to go on their site below and to read the section entitled:

“Give yourself the best chance of succeeding”

Successful applicants will spend part of the first year at Network Rail’s Training Centre; applicants will be allocated a local depot. This is where applicants will be based for the remainder of the first year and the second and third years of the scheme. On applying, Network Rail will consider the vacancies at depots within 60 minutes travel time from the applicant’s current home address. If applicants wish to be considered for a different geographical area, there will be this option.  They have a number of career paths available the initial recruitment process will identify suitable candidates with the right motivation and skills for the Apprenticeship Scheme.   Identifying the career path which best suits the applicant will be discussed at the assessment centre.

https://www.networkrail.co.uk/careers/apprenticeships/apply/
CIVIL SERVICE HIGHER LEVEL APPRENTICESHIPS

There are 750 Higher Level Apprenticeships available through the Civil Service Fast Track Apprenticeship Scheme. The Fast Track is a two-year Level 4 apprenticeship: a rewarding alternative to university with a competitive starting salary.  To find out more please refer to: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/civil-service-fast-track-apprenticeship
There are five exciting schemes available:

· Business

· Project Delivery

· Commercial

· Finance

· Digital & Technology

Salaries range from £19,500 - £27,000 (minimum £22,000 for London based roles) with permanent positions available. View the vacancies here.

The closing date for applications is 3rd April, so make sure you don't miss out.


SCIENCE OXFORD APPRENTICE PLACEMENTS

Year 11 or Year 12 students who enjoy Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths can find out more about what it would be like to work in this type of industry by doing a work placement.   Science Oxford aims to inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers and so are offering apprentice placements in local STEM business’s 

An Apprentice Placement will give students the chance to :

· Experience what being an apprentice is like

· Meet current apprentices

Placements are available in a wide variety of subject areas, from engineering to medical research and web design. All placements last for 2-4 weeks during the 2017 school summer holidays and help with travel costs is available.  Applications for the 2017 STEM Apprentice Placements are now open.  Deadline for applications: Friday 24th of March . To download an application form, please visit the Science Oxford website: www.scienceoxford.com  or email StemWOW@scienceoxford.com
PwC WORK EXPERIENCE
PwC have recently opened their work experience opportunities for Year 12
students through their website.  Any one interested in a financial career should have a look. For details please go to: 

www.highfliers.org.uk/ngcc-2016/PwC-work-experience-opportunities-and-NSEC.docx 
     

READING COLLEGE
Reading College are having an open day on Wednesday 1 March 17:00 – 19:30
For full details please refer to: www.opendays.com/institutions/reading+college-open-day-id72830-1-march-2017.aspx
Mrs Coneley & Mrs Wooller 
Job Spotlight

Digital Artist
Jason Wilsher-Mills 

Zoe Hardie  1 March 2016

Digital artist and painter Jason Wilsher-Mills creates works of art using an iPad, as well as more traditional methods. He talks about his journey, from drawing superheroes as a child to teaching and undergoing residencies – and how art liberated him when he became disabled. 
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Jason was commissioned by Parliament to create works for the exhibition
 'The Beginnings of that Freedome’

Hometown?

I was born in Dewsbury, but raised in Wakefield, West Yorkshire. I now live in rural Lincolnshire, in Sleaford.

What job do you do?

I am an artist, creating paintings both digitally with an iPad and more traditionally by using oils.

How did you get into art?

My mum and dad would buy me sketchbooks when I was five or six year old, and I would fill them up with my imaginary adventures, creating superheroes while sat in front of the fire on the floor. Activities such as this formalised my love of art, as I could see how visual language could be used to tell stories and express thoughts and feelings.

When I was aged 11, I became disabled. I was paralysed from the neck down for five years and learned to paint with my mouth. This really focused my engagement with art, as it was the only thing I could do, so it was truly liberating for me.

What qualifications do you have?

I studied Fine Art/Painting at Cardiff, where I gained by BA (Hons) degree. I am also a qualified teacher.

What do you do for your job?

Much of my time is spent on the road, delivering residencies throughout the UK. When I have time, I like to spend as much as I can creating art, through drawing and painting.

What is the best thing about your job?
The best thing about what I do is the fact that I make a living from making art, doing the very thing that I dreamed of when I was a child.  I feel incredibly honoured that I am able to do this. I also love working with kids and adults – I find this part of my work incredibly inspiring.
And the worst thing?

The paperwork. Although I have a brilliant PA in Laura Mabbutt, I find dealing with accountants and 'all that side’ of things really tough, so it’s brilliant I have so much support.  I don’t really have a bad side of my job though. I am very lucky.

How do I get into art?
1.  The education route can help

I think the route I took through art college and then a degree in painting really set me up with some fantastic skills, such as being able to speak for myself and my work in group crits. Also, having that time to find my ‘creative feet’ was crucial. I know it’s not for everyone, but for me having those three years was so important. Some have described doing an art degree as the creative national service.

2. Work hard

Draw, paint, create… just keep working, even when it’s really difficult. Aim for a piece a day. I try and produce at least one drawing or painting every day. 

3. Don’t be afraid to get support

My artistic practice changed somewhat when I got involved with Shape Arts, as I received support and advice, etc.  It can be a very lonely life being an artist, so it’s important to get as much support as possible, whether it is from friends, organisations or other artists. Sometimes it’s important to have other artists around just to challenge or your practice.

.
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LHS Careers Events


240217 “Soft or hard BREXIT” T7 period 3. Involver Educ Ltd


270217 Philosophy Club- lunchtime sixth form room S1


060317 National Apprenticeship Week – Speakers in school


090317 Y8 AWE Female Engineering Challenge


210317 Army Presentation by ex student to Y10 assembly


230317 Oxford International Biomedical Conference- Scientists in School Symposium at LHS Y12


040417 Nvdia –Innovations Day


050417 Y9 Business Fair Main Halll 
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