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“MASTERING THE UKAT”

If you are considering a career in the medical profession this is an excellent book for students to look at.  It is available to use and borrow from the Careers Office. 

The book covers:

· The Medic Portal’s proven strategies

· Practice questions based on latest examination (Verbal, quantitative & abstract reasoning)

· Covers situational judgement and decision analysis updaters.

LNAT

The LNAT is used by universities to help them select people for their undergraduate law courses.  It does not test students’ knowledge of law but rather helps universities to assess students aptitude for the skills required to study law.  It is in two parts: multiple choice and essay. Your results are made known to participating universities and this supplements a student university application.  If you are considering taking Law at university please be aware that strict deadlines do  exist . 

Oxford applicants must sit the LNAT before 20 October 2016. All other LNAT universities have a deadline of 20 January 2017.  If you have not taken the LNAT and apply to study Law at a university, your application for a university place may not be considered.
HEAP ON LINE

HEAP is a book which is” The essential guide to winning your place at university” This is available as a reference book in the sixth form library and also to LHS students on line.

Simply go to: www.heaponline.co.uk
Click Login at the top of the page and sign up with access code:  JSCOKTIQ 
There is a box in the middle of the page asking for this code, you will then be emailed your own individual code which you should make a note of.

This site enables students to:
· Use UCAS prediction points to search for courses and filter results

· Access unique and invaluable advice to help make their application successful

· Search by location, courses or university in an interactive way

· Save searches online and access them again at any time.

RAF SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES
Year 11 students wishing to join the Royal Air Force (RAF) should start to research their options now.  Certain scholarships and bursaries are available for the medical and engineering regiments.  The RAF sixth form college Wellbeck recruit very early.  If you are considering a career in this area please look at their web site for the most up to date information.  The RAF will have a stand at the Little Heath Careers Fair on the 19 October 6pm – 8.30pm but it would be a good idea to look into your options now so that you can any questions on the night.
https://www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment/lifestyle-benefits/education-funding/
STUDENTS INTERESTED IN FINANCE
Kaplan Financial based in Reading are hosting an “Any Questions Evening” where they will discuss and explain the different pathways into accountancy – The Kaplan Apprenticeship or University. Students and parents will be able to put questions to their guests; leading accounting firms as well as past and current students who have experience of both.  It is an ideal opportunity to get the best information and to discover which path is the right one for you.

Wednesday 2 November 6.30 – 7.30pm The Blade, Abbey Street Reading RG1 3BA

READING JOB FAIR

21 September 10am - 4pm 
The Hexagon, Queens Walk, RG1 7UA

This is Reading’s biggest job and careers event. It is for people who are looking for a new job, change in career, starting off on the career ladder or returning to work.  It is an opportunity to meet local employers, get expert careers and cv advice etc.  No booking is required.
DESTINATIONS EXPO

8 December 3pm – 5.30pm

100 Longwater Avenue, Green Park RG2 6GP

Destinations Expo is a future skills event where over 60 businesses will offer hands on experiences and interactive challenges to hopefully inspire. It is an opportunity to learn about work and training options and to discover the breadth of careers available in an engaging and inspiring way.  No booking is needed for this event.
Job Spotlight

              Web Designer

Lily Dart

Miranda Brennan  8 March 2013

As a graphic and web designer for digital design company dxw, Lily works with clients from design brief to finished website. 
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Lily's work covers an entire design process, from taking a brief from a client to launching a finished website.
Hometown? 

I grew up in Kent, but I live in London. 

What job do you do? 

I'm a graphic designer and front end developer for dxw. We create websites and online products – I designed Citrulu, for example. A front end developer deals with the tools which control the look and feel of the website. This mostly comprises languages like HTML and CSS. The 'front end' is the area of the website users are able to see. 
How did you get started in design? 

When I was 13, I went down with an illness called ME. For three years I was severely ill and couldn't leave the house.  I spent a lot of time on the internet in that period. I was making a lot of digital art, and I wanted a way to show it off. I began to learn how to build websites, at first as a way to have a medium to put my artwork online.  "I build things people can use, interact with, and feed back on." At the time, I used Paintshop Pro and Photoshop – it was all a way to express myself. Over time, the sites themselves became more of an expression rather than just a way to put my artwork up. I discovered a really interesting community of fellow female teenage web designers, who were creating awesome – often unusable, but exciting – web designs. It was a global community, and we all linked to each other's sites.  There wasn't a lot of traffic coming in from anyone outside of that ring, but it was great to have a support network, particularly of other young women.  I spent a few years experimenting and learning at home after that. I had a home tutor, did GCSE IT, and got the best grade in the year, even though I hadn't been at school much at all. 
What qualifications do you have?

I didn't do Graphic Design at school. I did Art A Level – which didn't go so well, actually – but because I had a portfolio of my own work, which I'd done myself rather than at school, I managed to get onto two Graphic Design courses.  I did a foundation year at Ravensbourne, who specialise in broadcasting, communications and graphic design, then a foundation degree for two years at the London College of Communication.  There was an optional third year, but by that point I was already freelancing and earning money, so I went straight into freelancing full time.  Freelancing worked out for me pretty quickly, because I started doing it at university. It wasn't my sole source of income there, but starting while I was still studying helped. I made the contacts there, and then I was able to support myself when I graduated. Freelancing is all about knowing people and generating jobs for yourself. Placements are also great ways to make contacts. You had to do at least two on my course. That said, getting a placement is hard work – you spend an awful lot of time writing to organisations and getting ignored. If you have a portfolio and keep building it up, it helps to get you noticed. 

What do you do at work?

At dxw we do a lot of hands-on work, so as well as the actual designing stage, I do a lot of sitting down with clients and working out the design brief they need.
Then there's a process. 

· Planning the site

First, I plan out the structure of the website we're going to design.

Then I make a wireframe. This is like a blueprint, but often more interactive. For us, it can be a series of PDF documents, like sketch versions of each page of the website, with links opening up new PDFs. The wireframe is a mockup of the structure of the site and how the user will be signposted around it as they use it. 

· Designing webpages

After more site structure planning, I produce a homepage design.

There will usually be two or three versions for the client to look at. They will then choose a favourite, and I'll refine it depending on their feedback. After that, I move on from the homepage to design sub-pages. The design for these is based on the visual rules we've already established for the homepage.
· Building the website

Building the site properly can happen in a number of ways depending on what the site is for.  I will design the individual graphics and select colours and fonts. I use a combination of image software like Photoshop, and Fireworks, which can help you to create documents which are interactive and connected. You can mock up a series of linked pages in Fireworks. Fireworks is designed to design websites, whereas Photoshop is just intended for flat images. However, Photoshop is still industry standard. Learning to use both is useful and important, but if you can only do one, you should probably work with Photoshop.
What's the best thing about your job?

I think the best thing is that I get to problem-solve in ways which are both creative and useful. That appeals to my practical sensibility – I've never been a floaty art student! I build things people can use, interact with, and feed back on.
And the worst thing about the job?

Sometimes people will hire you without really wanting your expertise. They have an idea in their head, but sometimes you know as a designer that what they want isn't really going to work. "Freelancing is all about knowing people and generating jobs for yourself."

Then you have to decide – and it can be a difficult question – whether to just give them what they want, even though you know the site won't really be very accessible or work well.

Or, if they're paying you and you know it isn't working, are you morally obliged to try not to make something you know won't work or be accessible?  

How do I get into design? 

· Get your career on track yourself
Even now, the courses that are available to teach you web design aren't enough, because time moves forward constantly. Technology and web design are always changing and developing. You can't wait for other people to ask you to generate work. You need to be generating your own work for your own purposes, and staying on top of your game
. 

· Whatever you're doing, your career has already started 
Your career doesn't start when you graduate. It's happening now.
If you're still at college, or if you're on a course that requires a work placement, that's great, but don't wait for 'work experience season'. Start looking for opportunities now. Try to get at least three placements under your belt.
· Don't be intimidated by technology
There are large amounts of people in the digital industries who don't know the answers to all the questions. It's okay not to know everything about technology – few people do. Instead, be motivated to learn, and if you don't know something, just look it up. Don't be fooled by people who seem to know everything – they won't, and they can't. There's too much going on. 
· 5.Be inspired
I keep massive folder of inspiration in my desk. It's got pictures, colours, images – anything I've seen day-to-day that I found inspiring.  I store a lot of my ideas in Evernote.  Having a crib sheet of things you know and want to remember is also useful. You can then refer to it before you start a new project. Evernote is particularly good because you can tag things – 'branding', for example. Finally, keep bookmarks of design or technology blogs that are useful. 

---------------------
LHS Careers Events





260916 - Y12 The legalities of driving and tips including practical session for safe economical driving – PR Motors


031016 -  Y9 AWE Challenge


061016 -  Y8 taster day at Reading University


070916 - Y6 Primary Careers Fair hosted by Y8	


131016 -  Y11 University of Oxford taster day


191016  -  6pm – 8.30pm


Whole School Careers and                    Higher Education Evening


fair which every student and parent is invited to. 
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