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When You Left University . . .
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Number of Universities in the UK
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“Making it easier for high-quality challenger 
institutions to start offering their own degrees 
will help drive up teaching quality, boost the 
economy and extend aspiration and life 
chances for students from all backgrounds.”

Jo Johnson, Universities & Science Minister
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Number of New Graduates 1995-2015
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Graduates who Achieved a 1st or 2.1 Degree 1995-2015
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Official Destination Data
Graduate Employment in the UK
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Official Graduate Destinations in 2014

Work

Further study

Not available for employment

Assumed unemployed

70%

19%

5%

6%

Source: Destinations of Leavers of Higher Education in 2014, HESA
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Graduates ‘Assumed to be Unemployed’
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Graduates from 2014 in Work
By Degree Subject

Source: What Do Graduates Do?, HECSU

SUBJECT % SUBJECT %

Medicine & Dentistry 93 Fine Arts 70
Veterinary Science 92 Sociology 70
Nursing, Pharmacy, Opticians etc 84 Sports Science 70
Design 82 Finance & Accountancy 68
Marketing 82 Economics 65
Hospitality, Leisure, Tourism & Transport 81 Psychology 64
Architecture & Building 80 Geography 63
Media Studies 78 Languages 62
Education 77 English 62
Civil Engineering 77 Politics 62
Business & Management 76 History 60
Computer Science 76 Mathematics 56
Mechanical Engineering 75 Biological Sciences 55
Electrical/Electronic Engineering 74 Biology 55
Performing Arts 74 Chemistry 53
Agriculture 70 Law 53
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‘Full’ Graduate Destinations in 2014

Graduate-level jobs

Non-graduate jobs
Further study 

Not available for work 

Assumed unemployed 

Unknown 34%

16%
12%

3%
5%

28%

Source: Destinations of Leavers of Higher Education in 2014, HESA
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Graduate Employment in 2014

Health professionals & associate professionals

Retail, catering, waiting and bar staff

Business, HR & finance professionals

Clerical, secretarial and numerical clerk occupations

Marketing, PR and sales professionals

Other occupations

Arts, design and media professionals

Education professionals

Childcare, health & education occupations

Other professionals, associate professionals and technicians

Legal, social and welfare professionals

Engineering & building professionals

Information technology professionals

Managers

Science professionals
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Impact of Higher Tuition Fees
Graduate Employment in the UK
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Number of Students Starting First Degrees 2007-2015
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Number of Students Starting First Degrees in 2015
By Degree Subject

Source: UCAS

SUBJECT % SUBJECT %

Business & Administration Studies 66,510 History & Philosphical Studies 15,495

Creative Arts & Design 55,425 Mass Communication & Documentation 13,035

Subjects allied to Medicine 53,540 Linguistics & Classics 12,575

Biological Sciences 52,250 Medicine & Dentistry 8,965

Social Studies 46,575 Mathematical Sciences 8,730

Engineering 30,850 Architecture, Building and Planning 8,340

Computer Sciences 25,940 Veterinary Sciences & Agriculture 7,540

Law 24,300 European Languages & Literature 3,820

Physical Sciences 20,945 Technologies 2,380

Education 20,425 Non-European Languages & Literature 1,265
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Number of Students Starting First Degrees 2010 vs 2015
By University

EDINBURGH

3,870
6,185

EXETER

4,175
5,810

BRISTOL

3,860
5,385

UCL

4,030
5,455

LIVERPOOL

4,430
5,610

READING

2,790
3,775

NEWCASTLE

4,680
5,650

BIRMINGHAM

5,480
6,440

CARDIFF

4,890
6,275

BATH

2,920
3,635
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Where do Graduates Work?
Graduate Employment in the UK
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Where do Graduates Work?

• 70,000 places each year for doctors, nurses, teachers & vets 

• 30,000-35,000 places annually on graduate development 
 programmes at major national & international employers

• 75,000-100,000 direct entry places at organisations large and small

• Up to 400,000 graduates are expected to leave university in 2016
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Value of Careers Guidance at School
Graduate Employment in the UK
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Value of Careers Guidance at School

• new research quantifies the benefit for
 teenagers who take part in careers talks

• 14-15 year olds who attended six careers 
 talks earned £2,000-a-year more by age 26

• similar impact for 15-16 year olds if they 
 found the careers talks helpful


