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SCHOOL LEAVERS

As we approach the time where more students are actively seeking employment I will attach each week lists of live  apprenticeship vacancies in Reading and West Berkshire – if any of these are of interest students should go onto the National Apprenticeship site for more details and to apply: www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships
I will also attach the weekly apprenticeship vacancies from a company called Aim Apprenticeships.  This week I have attached details about them for your information alongside their vacancies in this area. 

DENTAL NURSE VACANCY

Kendrick Dental Practice in Reading are seeking a trainee dental nurse. The successful applicant will attend college one day a week and will train in oral health & hygiene and begin a path to achieving a professional qualification in dental nursing. This is a full time paid post suited to a school leaver who has as a minimum GCSE A*-C in Maths and English.  Any interested student should please email their CV to Judith Chandler mentioning the careers bulletin: judith@kendrickdental.co.uk
PAID WEEKEND JOBS FOR SIXTH FORM STUDENTS & PGCE

2Wild based in Pangbourne is a non-profit outdoor education organisation who work with troubled children and teenagers.  To fund this work they run parties and outdoor activity days.  They are seeking to recruit party leaders aged 18 and over who are able to drive.  They have other requirements and information which is available on: www.2wild.co.uk
LEGAL APPRENTICESHIPS
Kennedys Law are offering legal apprenticeships starting in September 2016.  They have been named as a top apprenticeship provider in the Telegraph and have been offering them since 2012.This apprenticeship last for two years and upon completion students will gain a nationally recognised paralegal qualification.  There are opportunities to progress to the Solicitor Apprenticeship as an alternative to the traditional university route.  For more details and information please refer to: www.kennedyslaw.com/careers
THAMES WATER APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMME

Thames Water offer two disciplines of Apprenticeships:
· Electrical ICA

· Mechanical and Electrical

The programme lasts for 4 years where applicants learn new skills and gain experience in new technologies. This is a blended course so applicants study both electrical and mechanical disciplines at college and on site.  Applicants must have a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade C and above including English, Science, Maths (B grades in Maths for ICA).  There is a starting salary of £14,500 and each applicant will receive a laptop and smart phone on joining.  For more information please refer to www.thameswater.co.uk/careers
DIGITAL MARKETING APPRENTICESHIP WITH BERKSHIRE MAESTROS

Berkshire Maestros are looking for a student to start work in July who is interested in a career in digital marketing.  This would suit a student looking to go into marketing with a digital emphasis who perhaps wants to take a year out before going on to higher education to study music,.  This is a supporting role, helping to ensure the smooth running of all the digital marketing requirements of Berkshire Maestros.  Employment is on a fixed term 12 month apprenticeship working towards level 3 qualification in Web and Social Media.  Knowledge of music is not essential for this role.  The successful candidate will be doing the following:

· Maintaining and updating websites using Adobe Dreamweaver

· Putting together digital marketing campaigns, including through social media

· Creating and monitoring online surveys  
Closing date is Tuesday 19 April and more information and application details can be found at: www.3aaa.co.uk
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY TRAINEE – BELLWAY HOMES
Bellway Homes Thames Valley based in Reading is seeking a school leaver with an interest in the construction industry.  Based in the technical department the successful applicant will rotate around the various professional disciplines to develop a comprehensive understanding of how a housing developer works.  Experience will be gained in: Technical, Commercial, Buying, Construction, Land, Sales, and Customer Care departments. The applicant will spend one day a week at college studying for a HND in Construction and Built Environment.  Please contact me by the end of the week ewooller@littleheath.org.uk if you are interested in this fabulous opportunity so that I can get this company into school.

TROUT FARMER TRAINEE

Berkshire Trout Farm, Lower Denford in Hungerford are seeking a person interested in learning about trout farming.  No formal qualifications are required for this post.  The successful applicant will work outdoors, learning all aspects of the trout farming industry from working in the hatchery right through to delivering fish to fishermen.  Full on the job training will be given and there will be an opportunity to study towards NVQ qualification if desired. The successful applicant will be physically fit, hardworking, keen to learn, reliable and prepared to work outdoors in all conditions.  To find out more please email:  berkshiretrou@btconnect.com or see Mrs Wooller in Careers. 
ARMY APPRENTICESHIPS
The Army has one of the largest nationally recognised apprenticeship programmes in the UK. As a Top 100 Apprentice Employer, they have over 8,000 apprentices passing their training each year.  On the programme, you’ll get to work for an employer while learning key skills in one of over 40 different roles. 98 per cent of their recruits finish the programme with valuable qualifications they can build on in the future, whether that’s during or after their career in the military. But as well as the world-class training, you’ll get to meet some great people, try out adventurous training and have the chance to explore the world. 
There are three apprenticeship levels:

Apprenticeship Level 2

Military trade training forms the main part of this level. You’ll complete a range of key skills qualifications (including literacy and numeracy), and get a technical certificate. By the end of the apprenticeship, you’ll be a skilled Army tradesman, and be rewarded with an NVQ Level 2 – that’s equivalent to five good GCSE passes.

Advanced Apprenticeship Level 3

These apprenticeships apply to the Army’s technical trades. You’ll gain key skills and technical certificates through trade training, as well as an NVQ Level 3 – equivalent to two A-level passes.   To qualify for an advanced apprenticeship, you’ll need to pass your Level 2 Army apprenticeship, or have five GCSEs at grade C or above. 
Higher Apprenticeship Level 4

At the highest level you’ll work in vital real-time operations, countering real threats to national security to earn a Level 4 Diploma in Intelligence Operations.

To apply, you’ll need to go to a selection course run by the Intelligence Corps and undertake Developed Vetting.
Every job in the Army offers the opportunity to progress to gain professional skills leading to higher qualifications, including full Bachelors and Masters Degrees.  To find out more please refer to: www.britisharmyjobs.tumblr.com/apprenticeships
Mrs Coneley & Mrs Wooller 

Job Spotlight

How can I become a costume designer?

​Hi, I’m in my last year of GCSEs and I want to be a costume designer.

I was just wondering whether it would be better for me to do a diploma in backstage art or to do A-level in Art, DT, Psychology and Sociology?



Expert answers

Naomi Gibbs's reply:

​Hello! My advice would be that a backstage art diploma would be the most useful in terms of what you’d learn; however if that course has extra ‘room’ in the timetable, supplementary courses in creative textiles or fine art (with flexibility to ‘specialise’ in costume / textiles - which some colleges allow) would be extremely beneficial. If this isn’t possible, City & Guilds do amazing evening classes which can give your skills a professional ‘leg-up’.

It’s great that your area offers a backstage art course, as I had to take a different avenue. If it also helps to know: I did a GNVQ art and design intermediate, specialising in costume and textiles (so I could adapt coursework to be textile-based) followed by a BTEC national diploma in music practice (which, although not costume related, threw me in the path of many musicians who wanted specially-made stage costumes - so alongside my course I was continuing my costume work privately). I spent a lot of leisure time researching costume history and techniques, which inspired me to make many of my own clothes.

Then, as soon as I was proficient enough to sell my work, I started taking private commissions for prom / wedding dresses, corsets and costumes. I mainly did that for a year before deciding that in order to reach my goal of working for TV or film I would need to go to uni. To prepare myself, I did a pre-degree foundation year (which gets your portfolio up to scratch) - specialising in costume, of course - and onwards to degree at a uni-status theatre college.

I think I definitely took the long way round, but the point is that whether at home or on campus, or both, I was always working towards the goal of becoming a costume designer. Spend as much leisure time as you can in museums looking at costumes, poring over costume books. At birthdays and Christmas ask for costume books and build yourself a costume textiles and fashion reference library: mine is invaluable to me.
…………………………………………………….

LHS Careers Events


Mon 18 April T19 @ 2pm Careers in the Army Y10 -13


Wed 27 April T19 @ 2pm Careers in Childcare, Business Administration, Health & Social Care, Customer Service


Thu 21 April Apprenticeships explained Y10 WOW group 


Thur 27 April T15 @ 2pm


Careers Related to the Theatre


Date & venue TBC


Careers in Science Research


All Y10 one hour bespoke session “Options available post 16” by Adviza and practical session on Unifrog by EWO.


Wed 4 May Gap Year Fair 6th Form Cafe
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