Starting the EPQ
You have really already started your EPQ because you have thought about what you want to do and had initial discussions in your interview, along with your trip to Reading University Library.

Summer is crucial for research so that you come back with a much clearer idea of what you want to do.

Remember, you can do:

1. A 5000 word essay

2. A presentation with 1000 word report

3. An artefact with a 1000 word report

4. A performance with a 1000 word report

All EPQ students also give a 10 minute presentation at then end of the process about what they have done.

A big part of the EPQ is managing what you are doing alongside your other A level commitments, so you need to think carefully about setting yourself STAGING POSTS so that you don’t try and do it all at the end.

You must stick to deadlines and attend your weekly session with your supervisor so that they can keep on top of where you are in the process and what you need to do.  Missing these lessons will seriously jeopardise your place on the course.

BE UNDER NO ILLUSION.  THIS IS HARD BUT IT IS VERY REWARDING.  IF YOU ARE APPLYING TO UNIVERSITY YOU WILL PUT YOUR EPQ DOWN AS ONE OF YOUR SUBJECTS ON YOUR UCAS FORM, SO ONCE IT IS SENT OFF THERE IS NO TURNING BACK BECAUSE THE OFFERS YOU GET MAY WELL BE BASED ON THE FACT THAT YOU ARE DOING THE EPQ.  IF YOU WITHDRAW FROM THE COURSE AFTER YOUR UCAS HAS GONE, YOU WILL HAVE TO PHONE ALL OF YOUR UNIS AND TELL THEM!

You need to do a good deal of research over the summer, especially if you are doing an academic project, so use Reading Uni library.  You can’t take books out, but they are very helpful.
Make sure that you have downloaded the log and saved a copy from the Heathen 6th Form website.  You can also download the EPQ Timeline and EPQ Schedule which is the taught element for the first term
You need to come back in September with Your first idea for topic/title and Your first ideas for research and development on page 5 of the log complete. For the section ‘Your supervisor’s main comments and advice’, base that on your interview and other conversations you may have had with me or your teachers. You should also start to fill in page 6 in as much detail as possible.  

